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Business and international business
at the University of Edinburgh
Welcome to the University of Edinburgh Business School

Contemporary global business,
be it for profit or not for profit, is
fraught with complexity, tensions
and socio-political, economic
and cultural challenges. Our
degree programmes will prepare
you intellectually and practically
to embrace these complexities,
negotiate tensions and address the
wider socio-political and cultural
challenges facing contemporary
businesses, governments and not
for profit organisations.

Alongside you will develop
the necessary personal and
professional competences required
to work across a range of roles
central to contemporary business
including accountancy and finance,
strategy, marketing, human
resource management and/or data
analytics.
Professor Mary Brennan, Director
of Undergraduate Programmes
University of Edinburgh Business
School

Why choose business or international
business at Edinburgh?

• We hold triple accreditation from international
ranking bodies AACSB, EQUIS and AMBA.
• With an extensive and diverse range of specialist
courses, we will work with you to tailor a programme
of study that fits your needs and interests.
• Across a range of courses including bespoke
student consultancy projects, you will be
offered exciting opportunities to work closely with
business to develop professional experience before
graduating.
• Our exchange programme offers the chance
to study abroad in Year 3 (subject to academic
performance) at one of our partner universities in
Asia, Australia and New Zealand, Canada, the USA
and Europe.
• Our faculty produce research of international
and world-leading quality and our teaching ethos
is one of research-led teaching which embeds state
of the art business research into the courses and
programmes we deliver.
• We actively engage with industry, policy makers
and wider society both on course and through
guest speakers and local, regional, national and
international treks.
• Through our faculty, we have an extensive
network of corporate, public sector, political and
third sector partners who work actively with us on
course design and delivery, career development
planning, on delivering bespoke engagement
events such as our very popular #makeyourmark
social impact hackathon, in supporting and
facilitating organisational sponsored dissertations,
in co-hosting public lectures and in offering
internship and shadowing opportunities.

At the Business
School, you are in
the driver’s seat.
You steer your fun,
challenges, and
learning experiences
between all the
opportunities
available at the
University. In this
hugely diverse
environment, you
only need to take the
initiative.
Sander Ploumen
MA (Hons) Business &
Accounting, Year 4
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Our degree programmes
Single Honours
4 year
undergraduate
degree programme

MA (Hons) Business Management N100
MA (Hons) Business with Decision Analytics NN12
MA (Hons) Business with Enterprise & Innovation N1N2
MA (Hons) Business with Human Resource
Management N1N6
MA (Hons) Business with Marketing N1N5
MA (Hons) Business with Strategic Economics N1L1
MA (Hons) International Business N120

Single Honours including a language component
4 year
undergraduate
degree programme
comprising of
international
business and a
language subject

MA (Hons) International Business with Arabic N1T6
MA (Hons) International Business with Chinese N1T1
MA (Hons) International Business with French N1R1
MA (Hons) International Business with German N1R2
MA (Hons) International Business with Italian N1R3
MA (Hons) International Business with Japanese N1T2
MA (Hons) International Business with Russian N1R7
MA (Hons) International Business with Spanish N1R4

Joint Honours
4 year
undergraduate
degree programme
comprising a
combination of two
subjects

MA (Hons) Business & Economics NL11
MA (Hons) Business & Geography NL17
MA (Hons) Business & Law NM11
MA (Hons) Psychology & Business CN81
BSc Computer Science & Management Science GN42
BSc Mathematics & Business GN11
LLB Law and Business MN11

Joint Honours – Modern Languages
A 4 year joint
degree programme
with a language
usually comprises
of one year studying
abroad

MA (Hons) Arabic & Business TN61
MA (Hons) French & Business RN11
MA (Hons) German & Business RN21
MA (Hons) Italian & Business RN31
MA (Hons) Portuguese & Business RN51
MA (Hons) Russian Studies & Business RN71
MA (Hons) Spanish & Business RN41

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh

Joint degrees are a great way to study two subjects at the same
time, and Edinburgh offers a range of joint degrees with business. A
joint degree can offer many benefits:
• A joint degree qualification shows employers that you can work
across a range of disciplines.
• You get to study two subjects, have more choice with courses,
and flexibility when you graduate.
Watch our video about joint degrees at edin.ac/joint-degrees

Business School

Studying business as
part of a joint degree
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Introduction to your degree
programme
Award

Reading lists

MA honours degree (see page 4
for all our single and joint degree
programmes)

Your reading list will be available in
September.

Location

Would you like to spend your third
year studying abroad on exchange,
for example in Australia, New
Zealand, Canada, China, Japan,
Singapore, Europe or in the USA?
The Business School offers a wide
range of international experiences,
including studying abroad. For
more information, see page 14.

University of Edinburgh Central
Area

Awarding body
The University of Edinburgh

Duration
4 years (Full time)

Academic year
Comprises 2 semesters:
September to December
January to May

Timetables
Are usually available after the
consultation with your Personal
Tutor and outside course selection
in week 1, semester 1. Scheduled
teaching can take place on any
day of the week, but Wednesday
afternoons are usually reserved for
sport and cultural activity.

Studying abroad

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh
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Edinburgh offers a flexible four-year
honours degree.The four-year degree
offers a range of advantages.

The added experience and intellectual depth
acquired over four years is widely recognised
and greatly valued by employers.
For many of our business degrees, in years
one and two, you can study subjects outside
your key discipline. This allows you to
develop a breadth as well as a depth of
knowledge, expanding your academic range
and enhancing your student experience.
The four-year degree offers the opportunity to
study abroad.
Your final ‘honours’ years three and four
allow you to focus on your specialties in
depth, and the fourth year dissertation –
comprising a piece of original research
- represents the culmination of your degree
and the demonstration of your abilities as an
independent scholar.

Business School

The benefits
of a four-year
degree
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08

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh

Detailed degree content
To give you an idea of what you will study on our different degree programmes, the
following provides course information and programme structures for 2018 entry for
some of our degree programmes. Please note, however, that we regularly review and
update our programmes so the degree content and structures for 2019 entry may be
different. For up-to-date information, visit the Degree Regulations and Programmes of
Study (DRPS) www.drps.ed.ac.uk

MA (Hons) Business Management
Year 1
Compulsory courses
• Accounting for Business (20 credits) OR
Accountancy 1A (20 credits)
• Global Challenges for Business (20 credits)
• The Business of Edinburgh (20 credits)

Option courses
You should choose three courses in business/
accounting or other subject areas (60
credits), subject to availability.

Year 3
Compulsory courses
• Strategic Management (20 credits)
• Business Research Methods II: 		
Applications and Analysis (20 credits)
• Research in Management (0 credits)

Option courses
• TWO business Year 3 course options
(40 credits)
• You should choose TWO courses (40
credits) in business or other subject areas,
subject to availability and pre-requisite
requirements.

Year 2
Compulsory courses
Business Research Methods I: Introduction
to Data Analysis (20 credits)

Option courses
• TWO business Year 2 course options (40
credits)
• You should choose three courses (60
credits) in business or other subject areas,
subject to availability and pre-requisite
requirements.

Year 4
Compulsory courses
Management Honours Dissertation (40 credits)

Option courses
• TWO business Year 4 course options (40
credits)
• You should choose TWO courses (40
credits) in business or other subject areas,
subject to availability and pre-requisite
requirements.

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh

• MA (Hons) Business with Decision Analytics
• MA (Hons) Business with Enterprise and
Innovation
• MA (Hons) Business with Human
Resource Management
• MA (Hons) Business with Marketing
• MA (Hons) Business with Strategic Economics

MA (Hons) International Business
Year 1
Compulsory courses
• Accounting for Business (20 credits) OR
Accountancy 1A (20 credits)
• Global Challenges for Business (20 credits)
• The Business of Edinburgh (20 credits)

Option courses
Year 1
As for MA (Hons) Business Management
(Economics 1 (40 credits) is compulsory
in Year 1 for the MA (Hons) Business with
Strategic Economics programme)

Year 2
As for MA (Hons) Business Management
but including 1-2 compulsory courses (20-40
credits) in the chosen pathway e.g. Business
Economics; Business Analytics and Information
Systems; Innovation and Entrepreneurship;
Marketing; Organisational Behaviour.

Year 3
As for MA (Hons) Business Management
but including 2 compulsory courses (40
credits) in the chosen pathway e.g. Decision
Analytics; Economic Aspects of Competition
Policy; the Entrepreneurial Manager; Financial
Services Marketing; Managing Change.

Year 4
As for MA (Hons) Business Management
but including 2 compulsory courses
(40 credits) in the chosen pathway e.g.
Applications of HRM; Critical Thinking in
Marketing; Enterprise Consultancy Project;
Management Science and Operations
Analytics; Investment and Securities
Markets. The Dissertation topic must be in
the chosen pathway.

You should choose three courses in
business/accounting or other subject areas
(40-60 credits), subject to availability.

Year 2
Compulsory courses
• Business Research Methods I:
Introduction to Data Analysis (20 credits)
• International Business: Globalisation and
Trade 2A (20 credits)
• International Business and the
Multinational Enterprise 2B (20 credits)

Option courses
You should choose three courses (60
credits) in business or other subject areas,
subject to availability and pre-requisite
requirements.

Year 3
Study abroad year at one of the Business
School’s partner universities completing and
passing a full year of examinable subjects
(120 credits), the majority of which will be in
the business subject area.
Please note the study abroad year is
competitive. You will need a strong
academic performance in Year 1 (minimum
first year average 55-60%) to be offered
a place at one of our partner universities/
business schools.

Business School

MA (Hons) Business Management
pathways

09

Business School

10

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh

Year 4
Compulsory courses
Management Honours Dissertation
(40 credits)*

Option courses
• TWO business course options
(40 credits)*
• You should choose up to two courses (40
credits) in business or other subject areas,
subject to availability and pre-requisite
requirements.

MA (Hons) International Business with
a language
If you are studying one of our International
Business with a language programmes
(see page 4), each year of your programme
will include the same business courses as
for MA (Hons) International Business. In
addition:
•

Years 1 and 2 you will also study 40
credits in the chosen language.

•

Year 3 is the study abroad year and
you will normally study at one of our
partner universities in the country of the
language being studied. Arabic and
Russian are the exceptions: you will
normally spend one semester studying
in a language school and the other
studying business at one of our partner
universities. If you are studying French,
German, Italian or Spanish the majority
of your business courses will be taught
in the local language. If you are studying
Arabic, Chinese, Japanese or Russian
your business courses will normally be
taught in English.

*A minimum of 60 credits in the Strategy/
International Business subject area is
required.

Please note the study abroad year is
competitive. You will need a strong
academic performance in Year 1
(minimum first year average 55-60%) to
be offered a place at one of our partner
universities/business schools.
•

Year 4 as for MA (Hons) International
Business

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh

Year 3

Your business courses on one of the joint
degree programmes will be as for MA
(Hons) Business Management. However,
the other subject area will have compulsory
courses in each year of the programme. For
full details of the course requirements see
the Degree Regulations and Programmes of
Study www.drps.ed.ac.uk

Compulsory courses

MA (Hons) Business & Economics

Year 1
Compulsory courses
• Global Challenges for Business (20
credits)
• The Business of Edinburgh (20 credits)
• Accountancy 1A (20 credits)
• Accountancy 1B (20 credits)
• Economics 1 (40 credits)

Year 2
Compulsory courses
• Business Economics (20 credits)
• Statistical Methods for Economics (20
credits)
• Economics 2 (40 credits)

Option courses
TWO business Year 2 course options (40
credits)

• Strategic Management (20 credits)
• Business Research Methods II:
Applications and Analysis (20 credits)
• Topics in Microeconomics (20 credits)
• Essentials of Econometrics (20 credits)
• Applications of Econometrics (20 credits)
OR Topics in Macroeconomics (20 credits)
• Research in Management (0 credits)

Option courses
ONE business Year 3 course option (20
credits)
Year 4

Compulsory courses
Management Honours Dissertation OR
Economics Honours Dissertation (40 credits)

Option courses
TWO business course options (40 credits)
TWO economics course options (40 credits)

Business School

Joint Honours degree programmes
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Sample Year 1 timetable
The following timetable is an example of a student studying MA (Hons) Business
Management. Please note that timetables and courses do change – the timetable
below is included to give you an idea of how your time might be spent in year 1.
Semester 1
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Workshop/
seminar
Global
Challenges
for Business

Accountancy
1A

Global
Challenges
for Business

BizPALs
(PeerAssisted
Learning)
session
(optional)

0900 0950

1000 1050

1110 - Accountancy Accountancy
1200
1A
1A
1210 1300

Outside
course

Accountancy
1A

Outside
course

Outside
course

Global
Challenges
for Business

1310 1400

Outside
course
BizPALs
(Peer-Assisted
Learning)
session
(optional)

Accountancy
1410 1A Helpdesk
1500
(optional)

1510 1600

Global
Challenges
for Business

Global
Challenges
for Business

Main degree courses

Lecture

Option courses

Tutorial

Outside
course

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh

Types of teaching
In first and second year teaching is
mostly conducted in large lectures
and small groups called tutorials,
where you will have the chance to
discuss topics in greater detail.
Lectures comprise up to 330
students and tutorials normally
comprise around 15-20 students.
Usually you will have around 12-14
contact hours per week.
In third and fourth year the
emphasis shifts to more
specialised, seminar-based
courses (average class sizes are
between 30-80 students) and
independent study.

Assessment
In first and second year you will be
assessed by a mix of continuous
assessment, essays, group work
and exams. In third and fourth year
you will be assessed by a mix of
essays, group work and exams.
In your final year you will conduct
your own research and produce a
15,000 word dissertation, with oneto-one supervision from a member
of academic staff.

Support
When you arrive you will be
assigned a personal tutor who
can offer assistance and advice

throughout your academic journey,
including advice on choosing
your outside courses, what to do
when you need to take time out,
or need advice when personal
circumstances affect your work.
The School actively works with
a number of business-focused
student societies, which every
year recruit new members and
put on a range of events and
competitions to help students
develop their professional skills
and networks. Our BizPALS (peer
assisted learning support) scheme
goes from strength to strength in
supporting new students’ academic
skills development and transition
into university life.

Facilities
The Business School is based
on Buccleuch Place, close to the
University Library and Students’
Association buildings. Your
teaching will take place in the
heart of the city in the central
campus where you’ll have 24 hour
access to state of the art computer
equipment. The Business School
has its own café and social space
where you can relax with friends or
study over a coffee.

Business School

Teaching
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Study abroad
Would you like to spend your third year studying abroad on exchange, for example
in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, China, Japan, Singapore, Europe or the USA?
The Business School offers a wide range of international experiences, including
studying abroad.
Living and studying abroad will give you
the opportunity to try new things, learn a
language, take on new challenges and
enhance your academic perspective.
You will visit new places and meet new
people. Your self-confidence will improve
and you will develop valuable skills for the
future, all of which are highly valued by
employers.
All Business School students have the
option of studying abroad in their third
year. If you are studying International
Business or International Business
with a language, then studying abroad
is compulsory. You will need a strong
academic performance in Year 1
(minimum 1st year average 55-60%) to
be offered a place at one of our partner
universities/business schools.
For more information:
www.business-school.ed.ac.uk/
undergraduate/study-abroad
www.ed.ac.uk/global/exchanges

Business School partner universities
We offer study abroad opportunities with a
broad range of universities many of which
have accreditation from international
ranking bodies including AACSB and
EQUIS. Some of our partner universities
are listed below. Please note that our
partnerships can change and the list of
universities available may be different
from year to year.
Australia and New Zealand
• Universities of Sydney, Melbourne and
Queensland
• University of Otago, Dunedin
Asia
• Peking University
• University of Hong Kong
• Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok
North America
• McGill University, Montreal
• University of British Columbia,
Vancouver
• University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia
• University of Texas at Austin
Europe
• Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien (Vienna)
• Copenhagen Business School
• Kedge Business School, Marseille
• Universita Commerciale L. Bocconi,
Milan
• ESADE, Barcelona

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh
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Study abroad: at a glance
• Around 50 exchange partner universities worldwide
• Over 100 exchange places available to Business School students each year
• 80-90 Business School third year students study abroad each year – around
one-third of the student cohort
• Business School students have the opportunity to meet students from our
partner universities who are studying abroad on exchange in Edinburgh

My experience at UBC in
Vancouver has been so rewarding.
I have had so many opportunities
to travel around Canada and have
fantastic new experiences like
hiking in nearby mountains and
zip lining above Vancouver. By
being completely immersed in
a different culture and learning
environment, my boundaries have
been stretched this year and I will
be coming back to Edinburgh
with a new perspective, more
independence and a more global
mindset.
Zoe Westerduin
MA (Hons) Business Management
Year Abroad at The University of
British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada
(2017-18)

Business School
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The Careers Service
The University’s Careers Service looks to enhance your university experience from
the moment you arrive.
We’re here to inspire and empower you
to be the best you can be and to fully
develop your potential. We support you
to gain experience that will enhance your
personal development and employability,
alongside your academic studies.
In an increasingly competitive
employment environment, we offer
many opportunities to gain the skills and
experience that will ensure you are as
well prepared as possible to achieve a
satisfying and rewarding future.
The Business School works closely
with a dedicated careers consultant to
develop activities as part of and outside
your taught programme to enhance
your personal and professional skills
development.

Our services
• Targeted information resources,
sessions and one-to-ones.
• Information and advice: in person via
our drop-in centre in the Main Library
and available 24/7 via our websites,
blogs and social media.
• Careers consultations.
• CV and applications advice.
• Careers events: job fairs and themed
events including volunteering, creative
careers, sustainability, IT, and much
more.
www.ed.ac.uk/careers

Information and advice
• Volunteering opportunities within the
University and beyond it.
• Go Abroad opportunities.
• The Edinburgh Award - get recognition
on your final transcript for additional
work and extracurricular activities
you’ve been part of during your time
with us.
• Part-time and vacation jobs information,
internships and graduate jobs, and
more, via our dedicated jobs site:
https://mycareerhub.ed.ac.uk

Business and International Business at the University of Edinburgh

Business is an intrinsically practical
concept so I was drawn to the
programme as it was a very practical
degree that involved a substantial
amount of engagement with real
businesses and employers, which
complemented the theory. The
Business School recognises the
importance of providing as many
chances as possible to jump in and gain
tangible commercial experience. Talks
from entrepreneurs, live consultancy
projects for small and large businesses,
and support for students setting up
their own businesses and projects were
all examples of that.
Edinburgh as a city - and the degree
to which the School is engrained in
the fabric of the city - also certainly
swayed my decision to come. Very
few cities offer the same student
experience that Edinburgh does!
I am currently enrolled at law
school in London to undertake legal
conversion courses before joining
Macfarlanes LLP, a corporate law firm
in London as a Trainee Solicitor.
Jack Croxford, MA (Hons)
Business Management (2017)

Business School

Alumni profile
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UCAS

University
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply

JUN

www.ucas.com

Open Day 1

SEP
Open Day 2

UCAS open for applications

OCT
Open Day 3

JAN
Mini portfolio deadline for art and design
applications

FEB

Deadline for applications to
Oxford, Cambridge and medicine, vet
medicine and dentistry degrees
Deadline for applications to majority of
undergraduate degrees (EU and UK
applicants)
UCAS Extra opens

MAR
Post Offer Visit Day 1

APR
Post Offer Visit Day 2

JUN
Accommodation offers to
unconditional offer holders begin

JUL

Deadline for applications to majority of
undergraduate degrees (International
students)
Clearing opens

Accommodation offers to conditional offer
holders on receipt of exam results begin

International Baccalaureate results
AUG
Welcome packs and arrival
instructions sent out to students

Adjustment opens

Scottish Higher results
A Level results
Deadline for any remaining offer conditions must
be met (certificates must be received)

Accommodation application deadline

Adjustment closes

SEP
Welcome Week
Academic Fair (choose your option courses)
Reading Lists available
Meet your Personal Tutor

Final deadline for clearing applications

Business School

Application timeline

Contact us
University of Edinburgh Business School
29 Buccleuch Place
Edinburgh
EH8 9JS
UK
Application and admissions queries
cahss.ugadmissions@ed.ac.uk
+44 (0)131 650 3565
Queries about the Business School
UG@business-school.ed.ac.uk
www.business-school.ed.ac.uk

FAQs
Where do I find degree listings, course
information and entry requirements?
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees
Where can I find out about accommodation?
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/accommodation
Where do I find out about applying?
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply
Where do I find out about my offer?
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/my-offer
Where do I apply and track my application?
www.UCAS.com
What financial support can I apply for?
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding
What information can I get about facilities
and support services?
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/facilities
Where can I find out about sports facilities?
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/sport

E
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Where can I find out more about transport in
and around the city?
www.transportforedinburgh.com
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What do your students think?
www.edin.ac/student-life
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