
   

University of Edinburgh Business School 
Level 1 and 21 Research Ethics Applications 

 
Name(s) of Investigators:  
 
Title of Proposal:   
 
 
 
Please provide a brief outline of the research aims and the proposed methodology, 
highlighting any anticipated ethical issues: 

 
I have read the Business School Research Ethics Policy and agree to abide by it. 
 
In the case of human participants and/or research related to terrorism: (delete as necessary) 
   
Participants will be told about the objectives of the study.  
Any hazards will be explained to them.  
Participants will be informed they are participating of their own free will 
and consent. 

 

They will be informed that they are free to withdraw at any point should 
they wish to. 

 

Information will be held in confidence and any information used will be 
used anonymously unless consent has been given otherwise2 

 

I confirm that this study does NOT involve children (under 18), 
institutionalised people; or other individuals who are vulnerable or unable 
to give consent. 

 

I have considered the risks of physical or psychological harm to research 
participants (including the researchers) and how to address these 

 

I confirm that this research does NOT concern groups which may be 
construed as terrorist or extremist3 

 

 
  

 

 

 



   

Please provide explanations in the case of a negative response to any of the above 
questions. 

 
1 Level one: applies to 'straightforward' non-intervention, observational research (data, observation, 
questionnaires) 
Level two: 'straightforward'  engagement with participants or participant groups (interviews, focus groups 
etc.) 
2 The University’s recommended method of storing, accessing and sharing data in a research project is via 
DataStore. If the data is to be stored or archived for Open Access after project completion – to comply with 
incoming Research Data Management requirements, storage needs to be for a minimum of 10 years, using 
UEBS approved data management/storage (DataShare is recommended) that is password protected on a 
secure computer. See http://datashare.is.ed.ac.uk/ for more details. If not, then another secure repository 
should be identified. The University is currently developing DataVault (to be operational by mid-2016). 
3 If your research does concern groups which may be construed as terrorist or extremist, please also 
complete and submit the supplementary form available here as an appendix. 
 
 
Signed Date  

 

  

http://datashare.is.ed.ac.uk/
http://datashare.is.ed.ac.uk/


APPENDIX (only complete if your research involves groups which may be construed as 
terrorist or extremist) 

The Terrorism Act (2006) outlaws the dissemination of records, statements and other documents that can 
be interpreted as promoting or endorsing terrorist acts. 

1. Does your research involve the storage on a computer of any such records, statements or other
documents?

2. Might your research involve the electronic transmission (eg as an email attachment) of such records or
statements?

3. If you answered ‘Yes’ to questions 1 or 2, you are advised to store the relevant records or statements
electronically on a secure university file store. The same applies to paper documents with the same sort of
content. These should be scanned and uploaded. Access to this file store will be protected by a password
unique to you and your School Research Ethics Officer. Please indicate below that you agree to store all
documents relevant to questions 1 and 2 on that file store:

3a. Please indicate below that you agree not to transmit electronically to any third party documents in the 
file store: 

4. Will your research involve visits to websites that might be associated with extreme, or terrorist, 
organisations?

5. If you answer ‘Yes’ to question 4, you are advised that such sites may be subject to surveillance by 
the police. Accessing those sites from university IP addresses might lead to police enquiries. Please 
acknowledge that you understand this risk.

6. By submitting to the ethics process, you accept that your School Research Ethics Officer and the 
convenor of the University’s Compliance Group will have access to a list of titles of documents (but not 
the contents of documents) in your document store. Please acknowledge that you accept this. 

Signed Date 

Head of 
Group Date 
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